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Beyond Insulin:  
Innovative research in T1D  
prevention and cure 
 

Speaker’s name: Prof Rod Sinclair, Professor of Dermatology, University of Melbourne & 
Director of Epworth Dermatology 

Seminar date: Friday, 24th February 2023, 1-2pm AEST 

Seminar title: Baricitinib in the Treatment of Alopecia Areata (AA) 

About the speaker: Rodney Sinclair is a Fellow of the Australian College of Dermatologists, 
Professorial Associate at the University of Melbourne and 

Director of Sinclair Dermatology.   

He is President of the Australasian Hair and Wool 
Research Society, Vice-President of the 
International Society of Dermatology, Past-
President of Australasian Society for Dermatology 
Research and the Skin and Cancer Foundation of 
Victoria.   

He was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the 
American Dermatology Association, the British 

Association of Dermatologists and the Ukrainian Hair 
Research Society.  

Professor Sinclair holds over 30 patents, has co-authored more than 750 research publications 
and supervised over 20 students awarded Melbourne University research higher degree. 

Zoom connection details: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5056623028 

Brief outline of seminar content: It ranks among the most fascinating and clinically important 
characteristics of hair follicle (HF) immunology that the anagen hair bulb represents a tissue site 
that enjoys a relative immune privilege (IP).  HF-IP was a pre-requisite for MacFarlane Burnett’s 
discovery of acquired immunological tolerance. Collapse of HF-IP is central to the pathogenesis 
of AA. Restoration of HF-IP is a pre-requisite for effective treatment of AA with Janus Kinase 
inhibitors such as Baricitinib. 

Baricitinib  a JAK 1/2 inhibitor received FDA approval for AA in 2022 and is currently being 
evaluated by the TGA. Ritlecitinib a JAK 3, TEC 2 inhibitor is currently under evaluation. 

For more information about the seminar series, please contact Michelle So mso@svi.edu.au  


