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Speaker’s name: Professor Ranjeny Thomas
Seminar date: Friday, 28" June 2024, 1-2pm AEST

Seminar title: Clinical translation of antigen-specific immunotherapy for type 1 diabetes —
from discovery to clinical trials.

Zoom link: https://usO02web.zoom.us/j/5056623028 Passcode: 230004

About the speaker: Professor Thomas is Professor of Rheumatology at University of
Queensland, Translational Research Institute, consultant rheumatologist at Princess Alexandra
Hospital, and fellow of the Australian Academy of Health and
Medical Sciences and member of the Order of Australia. She
has founded two spin-off companies Dendright (2006-
2021), and Liperate Therapeutics in 2022.

Her research seeks to understand autoimmune disease
and restoration of immune tolerance. Through this
work, she developed and trialled two antigen-specific
immunotherapies for Rheumatoid Arthritis. A clinical
trial of a novel liposome-based antigen-specific
immunotherapy aiming to induce immune tolerance in
type 1 diabetes is expected to open in 2024.

Brief outline of seminar content: Immunotherapies aim to leverage the immune natural
regulatory pathways to stop or slow down the destruction of beta cells in people soon after
they develop type 1 diabetes to help them to achieve optimal glucose control more easily.
Antigen-specific immunotherapies target the immune regulation to disease-specific antigens,
without causing generalized immunosuppression. This seminar will be about our journey
developing a new liposomal antigen-specific immunotherapy, which aims to preserve insulin
production to maintain good diabetes control, and which will soon enter clinical trials.

For more information about the seminar series, please contact Michelle So mso@svi.edu.au
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